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sible, however, you could raise better vegetables and especially fruits
than on the other farm.
Why Equatorial Regions Have Two Wet and Two Dry Seasons. The
central section of A73 illustrates the effect of the seasonal migration of
the earth's climatic belts upon rainfall. The shaded areas indicate the
rainfall month by month throughout the year in various latitudes. To
begin with the equatorial belt in the center, notice that in January there
is less rain than usual. The sun is then so far south that the equator is
under the influence of the northeast trades with their drying effect. As
the sun moves northward the abundant equatorial rains come with it.
Hence the rainfall increases. It reaches a maximum in April or May,
a month or more after the sun has passed the equinox, for the seasons
usually lag a little behind the sun. Then as the sun goes northward to
the Tropic of Cancer, the rainfall once more diminishes. The belt of
southeast trades swings over the equator and in July there is again less
rain.
As the sun and the accompanying rain belt move southward once
more, the rainfall at the equator increases until after the September
equinox, only to diminish as the equatorial belt passes southward and
the northeast trades again prevail at the end of the year. Thus at the
equator, although there is no summer or winter, there are four seasons:
 (1)	a relatively drier, but not dry, season when the sun is in the south;
 (2)	a wet season when the sun crosses the equator northward; (3) another
relatively dry season when the sun is in the north; and (4) a wet season
after the sun crosses the equator on its way south.   This type of rainfall
with two wet and two drier seasons prevails with more or less modifica-
tion in the equatorial regions of South America, Africa, and the East
Indies.   In spite of the two drier seasons, such a climate has rain at all
seasons.
Why Subequatorial Regions Have One Wet and One Dry Season. In
the two parts of A73 illustrating the conditions of rainfall in the trade-
wind latitudes 10° to 20° from the equator, quite a different seasonal
distribution is seen. These low latitudes are near the margin of the
equatorial belt, and hence are called subequatoriaL When the sun is
far south in January it carries the equatorial rain belt with it, so that
the southern subequatorial regions receive a heavy rainfall as appears
in A73. On the other side of the equator, however, the southward migra-
tion of the climatic belts causes the drying trades to blow over the sub-
equatorial regions and gives them a dry season in January, as is shown
in the figure. Six months later the conditions are reversed.
In actual practice the dry season often has no rain at all for a month
or more near the equator and for longer periods up to six or eight month*

